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Questions In a grammar class, ‘Are you sleepy yet?” would
count as an interrogative sentence. Although you might be sleepy
or you might be alert, the question itself is neither true nor false.
For this reason, questions will not count as sentences in logic.
Suppose you answer the question) ‘I am not sleepy.” Y'his is either
true or false, and so it is a sentence in the logical sense. Generally,
questions will not count as sentences, but answers will.

‘What is this course about?’ is not a sentence (in our sense).
‘No one knows what this course is about’ is a sentence.

Imperatives Commands are often phrased as imperatives like
‘Wake up!’, ‘Sit up straight’, and so on. In a grammar class, these
would count as imperative sentences. Although it might be good
for you to sit up straight or it might not, the command is neither
true nor false. Note, however, that commands are not always
phrased as imperatives. “You will respect my authority’ is either
true or false—either you will or you will not—and so it counts as
a sentence in the logical sense.

xclamations ‘Ouch!’ is sometimes called an exclamatory sen-
tence, but it is neither true nor false. We will treat ‘Ouch, I hurt
my toe!’ as meaning the same thing as ‘I hurt my toe.” The ‘ouch’
does not add anything that could be true or false.

Practice exercises

At the end of some chapters, there are exercises that review and
explore the material covered in the chapter. There is no substitute
for actually working through some problems, because learning
logic is more about developing a way of thinking than it is about
memorizing facts.

So here’s the first exercise. Highlight the phrase which ex-
presses the conclusion of each of these arguments:

1. It is sunny. So I should take my sunglasses.
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2.

3.

It must have been sunny. I did wear my sunglasses, after
all.

No one but you has had their hands in the cookiejar. And
the scene of the crime is littered with cookie-crumbs. You're
the culprit!

Miss Scarlett and Professor Plum were in the study at the
time of the murder. Reverend Green had the candlestick
in the ballroom, and we know that there is no blood on his
hands. Hence Colonel Mustard did it in the kitchen with
the lead pipe. Recall, after all, that the gun had not been
fired.




